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Draft meeting minutes
15th Meeting of the international Steering Committee for the Policy Area on Clean Shipping of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR), 10th November 2020 (online).
The 15th meeting in the International Steering Committee for PA Ship was organised back-to-back with the semi-annually meeting in the International Steering Committee for PA Safe. PA Ship SC members and stakeholders were invited to take part in the PA Safe meeting. 
In connection to the two meetings, the PACs organized a short workshop from 11:30 – 13:30, where both PA Ship and PA Safe Steering Committee members and other stakeholders were encouraged to take part. 

1) Approval of the agenda and confirmation of approved final minutes 
Ms. Josefine Pallesen, Policy area Coordinator (PAC) of PA Ship from the Danish Maritime Authority welcomed everyone to the 15th meeting in the international Steering Committee of PA Ship. The meeting agenda and minutes from the previous meeting were approved without amendments.

2) Activities of the Policy Area Coordinators 
Mr. Rasmus With, Policy Area Coordinator of PA Safe, informed the group that despite Covid-19 the PACs have been able to carry out and participate in a few activities during 2020. 
PA Safe was present at the EUSBSR Annual Forum which was organized virtually for the first time since its beginning. In connection to the EUSBSR AF the PACs organized an online workshop, which focused on digitalization and the risks and potential related to this in the maritime sector. The workshop was co-organized by three EUSBSR Policy Areas, namely PA Safe, PA Ship and PA Secure. The outcome of the workshop is available here.
Finally Mr. With informed the group of upcoming events that the PACs will participate in and/or organise. Among these it was highlighted, that the PACs from DMA, in their capacity as PACs for PA Ship are organizing a big conference on Shore side power in the BSR, which will take place on December 3rd. The conference is organized together with the CBSS and the Danish Ministry of Environment.  Programme and registration link can be found here. The PACs encouraged everyone to share the invitation to the event with their relevant network. 
3) News from representative of the EUSBSR Group of National Coordinators on the revised Action Plan 
Mr. Simon Stermann, EUSBSR National Coordinator of Germany, gave a presentation on the revised EUSBSR Action Plan 2020, and explicitly focused on the governance part which has been updated by the Group of National Coordinators (NCG). 
Firstly, Mr. Stermann informed that the revised Action Plan is aligned with current EU strategic priorities and other relevant policy frameworks. As such, the revised Action Plan clearly links to the United Nations Sustainability Goals. 
Secondly, Mr. Stermann presented the new EUSBSR governance structure and the idea behind this. With the new structure, the NCG wishes to empower the relevant stakeholders by increasing their ownership and encouraging participating in the implementation and development of the strategy. One key example of this, is that all PAs will be steered by a rotating chairman of the PA. The sitting Chairman will together with the PACs define the thematic priorities and events in the year of its presidency. The PAs Terms of Reference should be updated to reflect these changes. 
Morever, Mr. Stermann also informed that there will be established a Baltic Sea Strategy Point (BSP), which will function as the strategies’ secretariat and institutional memory. The BSP will assist with communication, coordination of cross-cutting issues, including cooperation with non-EU partner countries and capacity building. 
Finally, Mr. Stermann outlined changes in the policy areas. Horizontal Areas (HAs) have been dissolved and are now included in all PAs. Moreover, a new PA have been created which is PA Spatial Planning. Mr. Stermanns presentation can be found in the appendix no. 4 and the updated EUSBSR AP can be found here. 

4) Tour de table; Questions & remarks on the revised EUSBSR Action Plan  
The meeting participants were invited to comment on the presentation on the revised governance part of the EUSBSR Action Plan. 

Ms. Pallesen asked when the rotating PA precedencies/chairmanship will begin. Mr. Stermann answered that there is no set date yet. Mr. Valterri Laine, Policy Area Coordinator of PA Safe expressed concern regarding the circulating presidency of policy areas. Mr. Laine is worried that the presidency might go to countries, which are not very active in the work of the policy areas. Mr. Stermann answered that if issues should arise then then this is an issue, which should be forwarded to the National Coordinators. 

Mr. Anders Henriksson noted that Denmark have a limited engagement in the EUSBSR, with the exception of PA Ship and PA Safe. Moreover, Mr. Henriksson noted that the EUSBSR is no longer a pilot project, but a 
[bookmark: _GoBack]mature project and with that comes the expectation to deliver results. It is thus relevant to discuss which policy areas still are relevant and can deliver these results. Much of the work in the policy areas have not been on the radar in relevant ministries around the region, and it is thus important to anchor the work in the ministries more than have been the case so far. 
Mr. Ulf Siwe noted that one of the reasons that there is not a lot of engagement from steering committee members is, that the policy areas isn’t really a forum where new policy changes are suggested. It is more a forum for discussing already developed policies. 

5) Update on Interreg BSR: upcoming funds 
Mr. Jozsef Attila Darabos from the Interreg Baltic Sea secretariat gave a presentation on the Interreg Baltic Sea Region 2021-2027: Draft thematic framework – State of play November 2020. 

The presentation included a small presentation of the seven proposed funding topics that will be covered in the 2021-2027 budget. In context to PA Ship, Funding topic 4 called “Blue economy resilient to climate change” relates to the policy objective of creating a greener Europe, and was highlighted as most relevant to the stakeholders in PA SHIP. Examples of transnational cooperation actions under this topic includes mitigating conflicts through a focus on marine spatial plans, developing and introducing digital eco-efficient solutions on ships and in ports for cleaner and safer shipping; Developing and introducing common environmental standards and clean solutions for ships ports, harbours; etc.

Besides funding for projects, Mr. Darabos informed the group that there will hopefully also be made funding available for supporting “better cooperation governance”. This inclused possible funding for project platforms and funding for governance actors in the EUSBSR, such as PACs and the Baltic Sea strategy point. For further details please refer to appendix 5.
6) Presentation of new PA Ship seed money projects 
Ms. Pallesen introduced the two new seed money projects under PA Ship. The two projects were recommended by the PACs and Steering Group in the spring of 2020 and were later approved by the Interreg BSR Secretariat for seed money funding.



Seameasures
Ms Sari Repka, from the University of Turku and Centre for Maritime Studies introduced the new seed money project called “Decarbonization of Baltic and North Sea shipping: abatement measures and socioeconomic impacts” (abbreviated: Seameasures). The seed money project has received 50.000 euro in funding. The objective of the project is to contribute to thriving and sustainable shipping through analysis of different options for decarbonisation and minimizing the harmful impacts to air quality and the marine environment. The project have identified three activities for the seed money period: report on the state-of-play on clean shipping, create a work plan of the main project and lastly make a report on funding possibilities for a full scale project application. For more details please refer to appendix 6.

Small green crafts 
Mr. Abbas Dashtimanesh from Tallinn University of Technology gave a short introduction to the seed money project called Green Cruising of High-Speed Small Crafts (abbreviated: Small green crafts). The project seeks to address this gap in regulation related to GHG and noise emissions from ships from smaller high speed crafts in the Baltic Sea. In IMO context these are overlooked by the regulation, which only focuses on high volume ships. The projects seeks to map out the issue of emissions from small high speed crafts and leisure boats in the BSR and disclose some solutions for addressing this in a potential full scale project. 

To view the presentation please see appendix 7. 

7) Updates by PA Ship Flagships 

ECOPRODIGI
Ms Milla Harju gave an update on ECOPRODIGI. ECOPRODIGI is coming to an end, and in that regard Ms Harju gave a briefing on ECOPRODIGIs final results, publications and concluding events. 

The presentation included a briefing of the results of the three cases that have been examined during the project: Digital Performance Monitoring, Optimising Cargo Stowage, and lastly Optimising Shipyard Processes. All results of these cases can be found at https://ecoprodigi.eu/publications. Moreover, ECOPRODIGI is currently preparing a story map, which will present all results of the project. This will launch in December 2020.  Ms. Harju asked the PACs and steering committee members could assist in disseminating the results of the project to their network.

Ms. Harju informed the group that ECOPRODIGI has faced some challenges this year due to the impacts of Covid-19. Therefore the project has also been prolonged in order to finalise all documents and reporting.  

Finally, Ms. Harju informed that ECOPRODIGI will be succeded by EXOPRODIGI, which is the follow up project of ECOPRODIGI which seeks to consolidate results and disseminate these to the wider public. For the full presentation including links to publications etc, please refer to appendix no. 8. 

COMPLETE
Ms Miina Karjalainen gave an update on the PA Ship flagship COMPLETE. Ms Karjalainen informed the group that the project should be finalized in March 2021. The presentation included an introduction to the recent activities of COMPLETE and a dissemination of the main results of the project. These include but are not limited to: the HELCOM/OSPAR Ballast Water Exemtion Decision Support Tool, which allows administrations and ship owners to quickly identify routed that may qualify for exemptions in the HELCOM and OSPAR marine areas; and the HELCOM Maritime approved proposal for a regional Baltic Biofouling Management Roadmap, which can be found here. 

Moreover, Ms Karjalainen from the Kotka Maritime Research Association informed the group that COMPLETE has scheduled a final conference on February 9-10, which will focus on the results of the project. PA Ship stakeholders are encouraged to Save the date for this event. 

The flagship have been approved for an extension stage project called COMPLETE Plus, which will focus on the practical implementation on COMPLETE results and ensure the sustainability of main results. More information can be found in appendix no. 9 and on the project website. 

EMERGE
Mr. Jukka-Pekka Jalkanen gave an update on the EMERGE flagship project. EMERGE is doing six case studies around the BSR, and they are currently trying to gather participants (ships fitted with scrubbers) for the study. Moreover EMERGE is working on the modelling for the study. One goal of this study is to contribute to IMO discussions with additional data and information on scrubbers. Mr. Jalkanan informed that due to Covid19 some project activities are delayed. These in particular relates to all on-board ship activities. 

Lastly Mr. Jalkanen briefed the group on EMERGEs outreach activities which includes HELCOM reporting of ship emissions to air, discharge and underwater noise at the HELCOM Maritime 2020 meeting, upcoming scientific paper of discharge modelling and later on a stakeholder survey on SOx scrubber experiences and costs. 

For more information please refer to appendix no. 10.

CSHIPP
Ms Riita Pontynen from the University of Turku gave a brief update on the project platform CSHIPP. In September of 2019 on a workshop organised by CSHIPP it was decided that the project platform should focus tow policy areasm namely: scrubbers and shore side power in ports. CSHIPP have made policy guidance available for the use of scrubbers in the PSR, which assess the impact of scrubbers on marine life and environment, along with scrubbers impact on regulation and the economy. Moreover. CSHIPP has developed policy guidance on the development of shore power at ports. 

Ms. Pontynen informed the group that CSHIPP created a website demonstrating the effects of shipping on air and water quality, which can be found here. 

Lastly Ms. Pontynen invited the participants to participate in a webinar on the 27th of November, which will focus on the upcoming IMO regulation targeting reduction of emissions of pollutants and climate impact from international shipping. More information on CSHIPP can be found in appendix no. 11 and here. 

8) SEA20 Initiative – call for collaboration for all maritime ecosystem stakeholders 
Dr. Risto E.J Penttilä, CEO from Nordic West Office, gave a presentation on the SEA20 Initiative. Dr. Penttilä  informed that the SEA20 is a network of maritime cities around the world which seeks to connect these cities.It is a not-for-profit initiative funded by Wártsilla. Cities from all over the world takes part in the initiative. Other stakeholders involved are maritime universities, ports, C40 etc. 

Among other things, Dr. Penttilä gave an introduction to one key activity in the SEA20 initiative, which is to co-develop global maritime scenarios. These scenarios can help maritime stakeholders discuss possible way forward for the industry, upcoming challenges and opportunities, and prepare stakeholders to take swift actions when crises occur. Stakeholders, representing both private stakeholders, governments entities etc. are invited to take part in developing these scenarios. These will be developed in in summer fall of 2021/2022. Find more information on SEA20 here.  Please find Dr. Penttiläs’ presentation in appendic no. 12.
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